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Windows to 0S/2: How It Works

Information Exchange
via DDE & Clipboard
(including graphic
metafiles)

Presentation Manager

0S/2 Operating System

Microsoft’s Porthole allows developers to link their Windows code
to Presentation Manager through a mapping layer.

Developers GetFirstBeta
Version of Porthole Tool

Program Helps Port Windows Apps to PM

NEWSPAPER §2.95

BY STUART J. JOHNSTON

| Microsoft is shipping selected
| developers a prerelease version

| of its “Porthole™ Windows-to-

| OS/2 Presentation Manager
porting tool with surprising re-
sults — 1t works, sources said.
The Windows to OS/2 Soft-
ware Migration Kit (SMK),
which began reaching develop-
ers last week, is still in “late
alpha or early beta” form. It
probably will not ship officially
until September, according to

| code over [to OS/2] in a day and

sources. But while the SMK
does not yet support the full
Windows Application Program- |
ming Interface (API) and ported

IBM Admits Changes to PS /2 MCA

Older Machines
Lack Support for
Streaming Data

BY PATRICK DRYDEN
AND ALICE LAPLANTE

SAN FRANCISCO — IBM offi-
cials acknowledged last week for
the first time that there is a
difference in how the Micro
Channel Architecture is imple-
mented on newer models of the
PS/2 compared to older models,
and that purchasers of most
current PS/2s would not be able
to access the enhanced capabili-
ties of the MCA announced last
fall.

Micro Channel card and sys-
tem developers attended an IBM
seminar here last week to receive
help in implementing bus mas-
tering and enhancements such
as data transfers at double or

| quadruple the usual MCA rate.

Most owners of current Mi-
cro Channel systems, however,

IBM machines
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Enhanced Micro Channel features are supported by IBM's newer
systems, but only by a few add-on boards.

bus rate in older PS/2s and all

won't see all the benefits, said
IBM officials at the class. In-

| stead, high-performance cards
| designed for streaming data
| transfers will step down to the
| default 20-megabyte-per-second

code still has some performance
problems, it does help develop-
ers move code quickly.

“We brought our [Windows]

I was shocked,” said one devel-
oper, who also conceded *“there
were some performance issues.”
Code-named Porthole, the
SMK, which Microsoft acknow-
See Porthole, Page 109

Word Perfect to Produce
' Scaled-Down Versionof 5.1 |

BY YVONNE LEE

Word Perfect Corp. is working
on a scaled-down word proces-
sor designed for laptop users and
others who don’t need all the
features in Word Perfect, Ver-
sion 5.1.

The product, called Letter
Perfect, will produce Word Per-
fect 5.1-compatible files and
have many of its features, in-

cluding font support, graphics, |

pull-down menus, and mouse
support.

Letter Perfect will also use
many of the same template key-
strokes as the top-selling word
processor, but because the pro-
gram has fewer features, the
menus will be simpler, accord-
ing to Alan Ashton, Word Per-
fect’s president.

Officials at Word Perfect
would not project an availability

See 5.1, Page 109

Faulty SCSI Adapter Halts
Shipment of PS/2 Servers

BY ALICE LAPLANTE
AND Ep SCANNELL

WHITE PLAINS, NY — IBM’s
attempt to spur sales of its
tower-configuration PS/2-based
machines is off to a rocky start.
Within a month of the formal
announcement of the new Mod-
els 65 SX and 80, IBM had to
suspend shipment due to a

REVIEWS. Symantec’s Time
Line, Version 4.0 is well suited
for midrange project manage-
ment applications.

PERSPECTIVES. Hardware and
software vendors are touting
multiprocessing as the wave of
the future? What benefits does it
really offer?

problem with the SCSI adapter
used by the machines.

The machines will begin
shipping again by the end of the
month, said Rob Wilson, an
IBM spokesman.

“Through volume ramp-up
in ongoing quality testing, IBM
has determined that a limited
| number of IBM SCSI adapters
| in the new Model 80s and Model
65 SXes may experience failures
in certain data transfer opera-
tions,” Wilson said. “This fail-

current MCA compatibles.

PC and MIS managers inter-
viewed by InfoWorld said they
were not particularly distressed

| See MCA, Page 8

ure can result in a modification
of data without any error indica-
tion.”

The problem was with the
adapters, Wilson said. There
were no problems with the PS/2

See SCSI, Page 109

BYERICLACH

Apple Computer Inc. acknowl-
edged last week that the Macin-
tosh Ilci has been experiencing
an unexpectedly high number of
hardware and software incom-
patibilities.

“The majority of applica-
tions out there work on the Ilci
with no problems, and the few
that did have problems have
generally been corrected by this

Mac lici Memory Management
Blamed for Incompatibilities

point,” said Fred Benz, Apple
product manager for the Macin-
tosh Ici.

Nevertheless, the llci already
has gained a reputation as an ill-
behaved system. “There has

| been no great influx of Ilci’s at
| Lockheed, and I don't know of

any large companies where there
has been,” said Mike Bailey, a
systems integrator at Lockhead
Missiles and Space, in Sunny-

See Mac licl, Page 109
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