Appendix B:  Glossary


ADC �XE "ADC "�or A/D - Analog-to-Digital Converter�XE "Analog-to-Digital Converter"�. Converts a voltage to a digital binary number.


Blanking level�XE "Blanking level"� - "blacker than black", a level guaranteed to blank the display. (PAL and SECAM define reference black as the same as blanking level).


Chrominance �XE "Chrominance "�or Chroma �XE "Chroma "�- the color information in a video signal.


Composite �XE "Composite "�- Video signal where sync, color (chroma) and intensity (luma) are encoded in one waveform.


DAC �XE "DAC "�- Digital-to-Analog converter�XE "Digital-to-Analog converter"�. Converts a digital value to a voltage


IRE �XE "IRE "�- A numerical representation of video waveforms. Unitless. For NTSC, RS170, and RS343, 100 IRE is defined as reference white, 0 blanking level. Reference black is 7.5 IRE. Sync is -40 below blanking. PAL and SECAM define these points slightly differently.


Luminance �XE "Luminance "�or Luma �XE "Luma "�- the intensity information in a video signal.


NTSC �XE "NTSC "�- A composite video encoding standard used in north America and Japan. There are many variations, but the generic NTSC/M is the most common.


PAL �XE "PAL "�- A composite video standard used in Europe. Again, there are several variations. PAL/B and PAL/G are the most common.


Reference black�XE "Reference black"� - the "blackest" black level


Reference white �XE "Reference white "�- the "whitest" white level


RGB �XE "RGB "�- Color video that is provided on 3 separate signals for Red, green, and blue.


�
RS-170�XE "RS-170"� - a standard for video specifying timing and levels. Commonly used for TV closed circuit and studio facilities.


RS-343�XE "RS-343"� - a higher-resolution video graphics standard. Defines levels differently than RS-170. Allows variation in timing. VGA monitors use RS-343 video.


Sync �XE "Sync "�- the timing information for the video waveform. May be contained on a composite video signal or separately.


Sync-on-green�XE "Sync-on-green"� - RGB video format where the sync signal is carried similar to composite video on the Green video signal.


SVHS �XE "SVHS "�- Super VHS�XE "Super VHS"�. A form of composite video where chroma is carried on a separate signal from the luma and sync.


SECAM �XE "SECAM "�- Another standard, used in France and some third-world countries. SECAM differs from PAL and NTSC in that the color difference signal is frequency-modulated instead of QAM (quadrature amplitude modulated).
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