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Mitsubishi Designs DVD Decoder . ......................... 1 biich 4 Editorial Di
Mitsubishi has developed a media processor intended for DVD play- Publis er,\ii”chail Ist;rt: Director
ers and other consumer products. The programmable LIW core E-mail: mslater@mdr.zd.com
runs at 250 MHz, providing a peak rate of one billion operations per Editor in Chief
second on 16-bit data. The chip can perform DVD decoding with Linley Gwennap
enough spare cycles to drive the user interface, eliminating the need e
for a separate host CPU. These features should make the D30V, when Senior Editor
it appears late next year, a low-cost solution for DVD players, but it E_ma”,jJtL’?IeI‘éﬁeg’r 2d.com
is not well suited as a PC multimedia accelerator. )
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Editorial: The Many Faces of Network Computers . ............. 3 - Yon%Ya[? ’
As part of the NC frenzy, vendors have announced NCs for the e YEOEMELECEOm
home, NCs for business, and the Intel/Microsoft NetPC, which isn't Pef;“,ifré?‘a’;ig’;;k
really an NC at all. These systems all address different needs. E-mail: p,'m,@mdr_zd.c(fﬁn
Most Significant Bits .. ...ttt 4 Editorial Assistant: Kathy Acuff
Klamath to use SEC daughtercard; AMD demos 200-MHz K6 and EPSUR -
K5-PR166; MMX prevalent at Comdex; 3Dfx’s Voodoo Rush Dennis Allison Rich Belgard
improves integration; Digital shows chilled 767-MHz Alpha; Chro- Brian Case Jeff Deutsch
matic taps SGS-Thomson as third source. Dave Epstein Don Gaubatz
John Novitsky Bernard Peuto
Soft Modems Take Cheap Shotat DSPs . .................... 10 Nick Tredennick John E. Wakerly
Motorola’s own modem hardware division has forecast that most
PCs won't have a hardware modem within five years. The company Editorial Office
is now offering software that does away with the DSP chip in the 298 5. Sunnyvale Avenue
modem hardware. This software consumes half of a fast Pentium’s Sunnyvale, CA 94086-6245
processing power, making it unwieldy in current systems, but this Phone: 408.328.3900 Fax: 408.737.2242
figure will drop to a quarter of a P55C and a tenth of a Klamath (P6). Microprocessor Report is published every three weeks, 17
General Magic separately announced similar modem-emulation ;zsr“fvsvge;eﬁgréﬁ:gesea’ég‘s ’Sg?e;e':? ggig f::m’ytg?:
software aimed at PDAs and other embedded devices. Elsewhere: $595 per year, $1,095 for Mo years. Additional
Microprocessor Pioneers Gather at Forum 12 copies in the same envelope: $175 per year in North Amer-
P L. Lot St ica, $225 elsewhere. Back issues are available.
This photo series illustrates the gathering of 15 designers of early
microprocesso_rs, in_cluding all four designers of the Intel 4_004, the Published by
first commercial microprocessor. To commemorate the micropro- MICRODESIGN
cessor’s 25th anniversary, the Microprocessor Forum also featured GCES
many systems and development boards based on these early CPUs. President: Peter Christy
Bringing Parallelism Out of the Closet. .. ................... 14 E-mall: pehristy@mer.zd.com
At this year’s Microprocessor Forum, a group of processor experts Business Office
discussed how new instruction-set architectures (ISAs) will impact 874 Gravenstein Hwy. So., Suite 14
microprocessor design. Several panelists built a case that new I1SAs Bhone 73?%5125204%(321(:%3?%72 6730504
will provide a significant performance boost, but there was some S.ubsc'riptions: 707.824.4001
debate over whether current ISAs will keep pace. Vendors offering a E-mail: cs@mdr.zd.com
new ISA must solve the problem of compatibility with existing soft-
ware while convincing software makers to support the new ISA. One
possibility is to combine on a single die a processor based on a cur- c 01996 L riah
: ; : opyright ©1996, MicroDesign Resources. All rights re-
rent ISA with a media processor using a new ISA. served. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, stored
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