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At a Glance
PowerPC Becomes Best-Selling Desktop RISC ............................1
Our review of 1994’s RISC chips finds Alpha holding its perfor-
mance lead, while the Power Macintosh has pushed PowerPC past
SPARC in sales volume. HP’s megadeal with Intel rocked the in-
dustry, and MIPS struggled in the NT market. The coming year
will see new high-end processors from all five major RISC vendors,
but success will depend on market strategies, not performance.

Editorial: Intel’s Handling of Bug Is the Real Problem..............3
Bugs, even small ones, that affect end users should be disclosed
promptly to the public. Intel failed to do so with the Pentium FPU
bug and is now reaping what it has sown.
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Cyrix builds scalar M1 for notebooks; Cyrix makes sweeping legal
gains; P24T slips into 1995; PowerPC 603+ set for 3Q95 shipments;
Exponential to build PowerPC processor; Corollary sweeps Pen-
tium MP systems; Fujitsu releases lighter SparcLite; General
Magic gains momentum.

How Bad Is the Pentium FPU Bug?...............................................11
Detailed analysis by Intel and independent parties agree that the
chances of the average Pentium user seeing an inaccurate result
are extremely small. Mathematicians, engineers, and other heavy
math users are more likely to encounter the problem. Intel is offer-
ing to replace faulty chips and is developing a software workaround.

New Processor Families Join Embedded Fray...........................15
Over the past year, four new 32-bit architectures, two derived from
existing CISC instruction sets, and PowerPC all leapt into the em-
bedded market. Three new vendors joined ARMs, but Hitachi’s
SH7000 outsold all other embedded RISCs. Several companies
began offering their processors as ASIC cores, a trend that will con-
tinue into 1995.
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