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At a Glance
Vitesse Unveils MP Chip Set for P54C............................................1
Attempting to set a new multiprocessing standard, Vitesse has a
two-chip set that connects a fast Pentium processor to the 533-
Mbyte/s V-Bus, which Vitesse has released as an open standard.

Editorial: Sun Seeks Formula to Increase SPARC Sales............3
Sun’s traditional strategy—selling workstations for less—has led to
a collision with the PC world, forcing Sun to rethink its approach.

Most Significant Bits ...........................................................................4
HP pushes PA-7100LC to 100 MHz; PowerPC 603 aggressively
priced; IBM phasing out POWER architecture; Digital recompiles
into performance lead; Hitachi licenses PowerPC from IBM; VLSI
ARMed for smart peripherals; Motorola launches FlexCore pro-
gram; SPARC becomes IEEE standard.

UMC Announces Enhanced 486SX-Compatible ............................9
Taiwanese chip vendor United Microelectronics will market a 486
chip that offers 30% better performance than Intel’s low-cost 486s.

Competitors Seek to Counter Pentium Push ..............................10
Both AMD and Cyrix plan to enhance their 486 chips soon while
preparing Pentium competitors K5 and M1.

RISC Processors Can Emulate x86 Quickly.................................12
Instead of porting applications one by one, RISC vendors are using
emulation to run x86 programs. Current software-only techniques
are too slow for many applications, but some next-generation RISC
processors will include hardware features to accelerate x86 emula-
tion, greatly improving performance.

Flash Memory Heads Toward Mainstream..................................19
In the past year, the flash-memory market has exploded in volume,
with several vendors entering or planning to enter the market. Al-
though all use the same basic flash cell, different architectures
(NOR, NAND, and AND) and different voltage requirements make
it complicated to select the best device for a particular application.
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