
At a Glance MICROPROCESSOR 
THE INSIDERS’ GUIDE TO MICROPROCESSOR HARDWARE

REPORT

Publisher and Editorial Director
Michael Slater

E-mail: mslater@mdr.zd.com

Editor in Chief
Linley Gwennap

E-mail: linley@mdr.zd.com

Senior Editor
James L. Turley

E-mail: jturley@mdr.zd.com

Editorial Assistant: Suzanne Gifford
Editorial Board

Dennis Allison Rich Belgard
Brian Case Jeff Deutsch
Mike Feibus Bruce Koball
Dean McCarron Bernard L. Peuto
Martin Reynolds John Snell
Nick Tredennick John F. Wakerly
John H. Wharton Yong Yao

Editorial Office
480 San Antonio Rd., Suite 210

Mountain View, CA 94040
Phone: 415.917.3050 Fax: 415.917.3093

Microprocessor Report is published every three
weeks, 17 issues per year. Rates are: N. America:
$495 per year, $895 for two years. Europe: £375
per year, £645 for two years. Elsewhere: $595 per
year, $1,095 for two years. Additional copies in the
same envelope: $175 per year in North America,
$225 elsewhere. Canadian GST registration num-
ber: R140496720. Back issues are available. 
Microprocessor Report reviews and analyzes in-
dustry news based on information obtained from
sources generally available to the public and from
industry contacts. Although we consider these
sources to be reliable, we cannot guarantee their
accuracy. Readers assume full responsibility for
any use made of the information contained herein.
Throughout this newsletter, trademark names
are used. Rather than place a trademark symbol
at every occurrence, we hereby state that we are
using the names only in an editorial fashion with
no intention of infringement of the trademark.

Published by
Graphics Chips Debut at VESA Meeting ........................................1
Many vendors demonstrated graphics accelerators at last month’s
VESA meeting. IIT announced a new high-end chip and ATI
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performance lead with PA7100 systems; IBM counterpunches with
62.5-MHz POWER; AMD offers cost-reduced 29000 variant; Moto-
rola adds 68306 embedded processor; Star Semiconductor upgrades
SPROC DSP chip.
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Intel has developed a new composite performance rating to assist
unsophisticated PC buyers in comparing CPUs. Does this really
help or just add to the confusion?

Superscalar Scorecard: Who’s On First? ......................................13
A significant number of superscalar processors have now reached
the market. They represent a broad range of implementations and
illustrate different sets of design tradeoffs.
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All of the necessary parts for building PC-compatible systems at 3V
or 3.3V are nearing reality. CPU, DRAM, system logic, and periph-
eral chips from a variety of vendors are on the market or will be soon.
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